The Tttrks in Hungary,             3?
and was condemned and executed. Fifty thousand Krim Tartars came through Valachia and Transylvania to join Siuan's army in Hungary, and they pushed their raids to within a few miles of Vienna. They swam the Danube and other broad rivers on horseback, so that the Christians were never safe from their surprises.
The next year, 1595, the Emperor had assembled a splendid army under the Archduke Matthias, who was assisted by Count Mansfeld, one of the best generals of the time. Many fortresses were taken from the Turks, and Gran capitulated after a long and obstinate defence. Count Mansfeld died during the siege. The -Germans pushed their incursions up to the walls of Buda, and crossing the Danube took the town of Hatvan by assault, where they committed cruelties on the Turks that shocked the public opinion -even of those times. Ripping up women with child and spitting infants on pikes were among the least of the cruelties practised by the Walloons at Hatvan, cruelties which, the same troops not long afterwards repeated on the Protestants of Magdeburg. Their captains endeavoured to excuse these excesses by alleging that they were only retaliations for similar deeds inflicted on Christians by the Turks. It is sad to say that the indiscriminate murder of Turkish women and children formed the rule and not the exception at the capture of a town by assault in these savage wars. Sinan Pasha had gone into Translyvania to suppress the revolt there, but he was more than once grievously beaten by Sigismund Bathory, the gallant prince of that country. The Sclavonians in the South of Hungary rose in revolt, and the 'Turks' affairs seemed on every hand to be going to wrack and ruia.
The clamours of his. subjects at length stirred the indolent Muhammad III to some exertion, and he took the field, sorely against his will, and entered Hungary with an army of 200,000 men. After mustering his forces at Buda he marched against the Christians in Eastern Hungary and besieged and took Erlan. The Archduke Maximilian, who had succeeded his brother Matthias in the command, hastened to its relief and met the Turks' army returning after its capture. The Christian army numbered thirty-two thousand horse and twenty-eight thousand foot: the Turks were over one hundred thousand, The armies occupied opposite banks of the stream of Gerestes, which runs through a marshy plain. The advanced guard of the Turks, who had occupied the banks of the rivulet, were driven back upon the main body. Next day the Turks commenced a general attack, but they were repulsed, and the Christians attacked in their turn, " coming on through the marshes," says the Turkish historian Naima, " like an immense herd of swine" They carried all